
Progress Band MD's Report 
 
The Progress Band had a really good year gaining a distinction again at the Croydon 
Music Festival and had some entertaining summer concerts. It also played several 
Christmas gigs. Up until the end of 2012 playing standards continued to improve reaching 
a high at the Copleston Centre Winter Concert with the Koruso Choir which was a 
particular triumph. (The start had to be delayed in order to fit in more chairs.) The band 
played two extremely musical and entertaining sets which the audience really enjoyed, the 
finale Stop The Cavalry with the choir being a particular highlight. The band was made 
very welcome and was looked after really well. It also made in the region of £300.00 from 
the ticket sales and raffle (thanks largely to Alison Charlesworth). Of course, we have been 
invited back. 
 
Unfortunately, we lost a couple of key members following the Copleston concert: Sam and 
Tim Shallcross who left because of work and family commitments. Sam was an amazing 
Chair and Tim was an active committee member, collecting subs and doing publicity etc. 
two of the band's younger members also left due to school commitments, Josh, William 
and Anthony. 
 
Following their departure the band held a productive 'extraordinary' meeting in early 
December in the Grape and Grain chaired by David Charlesworth. It elected some new 
committee members and a new Chair, Alan Britcliffe. It was agreed at this meeting that 
members felt the Croydon competition was no longer suitable for the band as it was not 
really aimed at amateur bands but pitched for private schools with scholarship students. It 
was agreed that concerts should remain at around 6 a year. 
 
Unfortunately since the December meeting the band has been somewhat inactive. 
Attendance at rehearsals has dwindled, the overall playing standard has dropped, and the 
new committee has not met. Personally, I have felt very let down by this. Hopefully this is a 
temporary situation. The band has recently held its AGM to elect a new committee to take 
things forward. The new chair will no doubt update the AGM as to the new committee and 
current action plan. There are several summer and Christmas jobs on the books and the 
prospect of a joint workshop/concert with the main band and the Bollywood Brass Band. 
 
I remain really grateful to members who put in a lot of work to make the band successful. I 
would also like to thank those members of the MB who help out with the PB especially 
Richard Lovett for his help with music and for conducting when I am not around and to 
Dianne Barker for opening up each week. 
 
Dave Howell 
13 April 2013 


